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RESPONSE TO RESTRICTION REQUIREMENT 



Dear Sir: 



Applicants hereby respond to the Restriction Requirement dated August 25, 2005, which 
detailed a seven-way restriction requirement. 

Applicants respectfully traverse this restriction. Applicants submit that because the 
subject matter of Groups I-V is so closely related, search and examination of claims in Groups I- 
V could be performed together without serious burden, and would have to be performed together 
due to the overlap of their subject matter. Applicants believe that independent claim 15, which 
was not included in any of Groups I- VII of the Restriction Requirement, is part of each one of 
Groups I-V because all of the claims in Groups I-V depend from claim 15. 

In particular, the claims of Groups I-V are drawn to methods for improving an immune 
response to a vaccine antigen in a patient. In addition, all claims in Groups I-V are related 
because they all depend from independent claim 15. Groups II- V are further related because 
they are directed to methods of improving an immune response to a vaccine antigen, wherein the 
thymus is reactivated by disruption of sex steroid-mediated signaling to the thymus. In addition, 
all claims in Groups II-V are related because they all depend from claim 30. 
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Applicants submit that because the subject matter of Groups I-V is so closely related, 
search and examination of claims in Groups I-V could be performed together without serious 
burden, and would have to be performed together due to the overlap of their subject matter. 
Accordingly, grouping and examination of at least Groups I-V is respectfully requested. 

However, in the event that Groups I-V are not grouped together for purposes of search 
and examination, Applicants provisionally elect Group IV, claims 30-33, 35, 36, 39-42, 76 and 
claim 15, which is believed to be part of this group. Applicants reserve the right to prosecute the 
subject matter of Groups I-III and V-VII, each Group believed to include claim 15, in this or any 
related patent application. Should claim 15 be found allowable, Applicants reserve the right to 
rejoin the remaining claims of Groups I-V, which all depend from claim 15, into this or any 
related patent application. 

Further and favorable consideration of all the claims of record on the merits is 
respectfully requested. No fees are believed to be due in connection with this correspondence. 
However, please charge any payments due or credit any overpayments to our Deposit Account 
No. 08-0219. 
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